
The November 10 meeting of the 
Grand Canyon Photography Club will 
feature a presentation by long-time 
member and former club president, 
Ken Meyer. Beginning at 7 pm at 
the Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center 
in Wellsboro, Meyer will share his 
insights and tips on composition 
and how it can help you to get good 
photos.

Good photographs happen because 
of proper exposure, focus and composition. With today’s modern 
cameras most of the first two categories are relatively easy to 
achieve.  The last, however, is a bit trickier and involves thought and 
using solid principles of design.  For most of us our photography 
is about showing others what it is that we find remarkable in the 
world and doing so in such a way that we  connect with them.  
Most photographers are on a journey to find better ways to do this 
with their images and for each of us that journey is very personal.  

Ken shared his photographic journey 
with the club in the following statement: 
“A little over a decade ago, I showed 
pictures to this Photo Club of the local 
area that were shot over several decades 
as a field biologist/professor at Mansfield 
University.  At that point, most of us 
were still shooting slide film and I, like 
some/many others who were self taught 
had little photo training and, speaking 
for myself, felt that I knew everything I 

needed to know as a photographer. 
However at the Club President’s 
invitation, I returned to the group’s 
next few meetings and at one of 
them happened to hear Ron Dixon, 
an Art Teacher from the Painted Post 
area, talk about Photo Composition.  I 
was amazed at what I learned in that 
session and  joined the club soon there 
thereafter.  In the ensuing months, I 
worked up enough courage to have 
my own work critiqued during the 

meetings and between that, attending various photo workshops 
and doing lots of photo work with a group of enthusiastic friends, I 
have come a long way.  So many years later, it’s payback time again 
and I’ll share much of what I’ve learned about good photography 
and especially the art of photo composition over the years as my 
work/progress in this digital age continues.”

The Role of Composition in Photography
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Vice President:  Mia Lisa Anderson

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary: David Ralph

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors: 
2015-2016:  Paul Bozzo, Suzan Richar

Committee 
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Newsletter:   Judith Giddings

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart

Show: Nancy Bickham 

Publicity:  Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

President’s Message

“Embrace light. Admire it. Love it. But above all, know light. Know it for all it’s 
worth, and you will know the key to photography.” ~George Eastman

 
This week Zach Heaton 
shared several photos on 
Facebook and this quote I 
had not heard. First he posted 
a great image of stars that he 
took as he was waiting for the 
park to open at Cades Cove, 
Tennessee in the Smokies. 
Then he posted two more, 
one of the iconic location of 
Sparks Lane in Cades Cove 
and another great image in 
the sun, shadows and fog at 
that location, but nothing like the usual photo of Sparks Lane. 

Take a moment to reflect on 
that: his third location photo. 
His second shot of Sparks 
Lane would easily qualify as 
one of Ansel Adams “create 
12 masterpieces in a year” 
project that motivates us to 
do better. Sparks Lane in the 
morning sun with Fall color 
and fog -- easily one of the 
best I have seen of that oft 
photographed place. Some 
people spend a lifetime 
trying to make a shot like that 
happen and he could have just called it a day right there! But he walked across a 
field when the sun and the results of the dew in the field just kept getting better.  
All three of Zach’s images could have made three of the 12 for the year!

We could go on about Adams’ concept of creating 12 masterpieces in a year. 
Really, a noteworthy project designed to get us out and photographing...
breaking it down into one truly great image per month, a more manageable 
feat. Several photographers I know will create a great image and then want to 
enter that and win awards in every competition available. One of my coaches 
shared a life lesson years ago that “you can’t live on your press clippings! You 
have to go out and prove it again and again.” I have always hoped and strived 
to make my next image better than that previous one. We learn by continually 
trying to improve. That often happens when we “explore the image.” Don’t settle 
for a good, and perhaps even great image, when there is opportunity for more. 
You never know when the next one could be even better! Keep shooting and 
creating. 

A different angle, another composition, and subtle change of light and WOW, an 
image you have hoped to create for a long time. There is always time for editing 
later and if you already have a great image, what do you have to lose?

Bruce Dart

Sparks Lane ©Zach Heaton

Cades Cove Field ©Zach Heaton

Embrace Light and Explore Your Subject

Visit Zach Heaton’s website to view his 
videos and photography at

www.abovetheworldfilms.com

http://www.abovetheworldfilms.com
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Beginning Balance $1307.03

Cash IN

Ed Heaton Workshop 232.00

Cash OUT 0.00

Ending Balance $1539.03
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for October 2015

Minutes for October 13, 2015
President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The 
meeting was held at the Warehouse Theater due to exhibition 
space limitations at the Gmeiner.

A treasurer’s report by Gary Thompson indicated that the net 
cost to the club treasury for the Ed Heaton seminars was only 
$309.

The Nominating Committee will meet and provide a proposed 
slate of officers for next year. Club members can also make 
nominations at the meeting when nominations are reported.

A group of club members met for a program schedule for the 
coming year.  Mia Lisa Anderson reported that the year would 
be divided into quarters, with related topics in each quarter. The 
thrust of the programs is a return to instruction and teaching of 
photography fundamentals and techniques.

The program of the evening was to provide an overview of 
functions of individual members cameras, and questions which 
members had about using their particular camera. Bruce Dart 
spoke for a while about different camera functions, including 
a description of manual exposure versus automated modes, 
using his own camera as an example. After his talk, the body 
of members present broke out into individual small groups to 
discuss issues with particular brands or kinds of cameras.

The critique was led by Ann Kamzelski, on the topic of ruins. 
Photos submitted included several examples of rural structures 
in decay and rusted vehicles in fields, some with HDR effects. Ann 
provided some compositional suggestions for consideration, 
including some examples of removing distracting items in the 
image to simplify the composition.

Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph, Recording Secretary

The picture was taken on a trip to Taos, New 
Mexico, one of my favorite places. The Pueblo 
is just outside of the town where a few of the 
Indians still live, although very few full time. 
It is just so real and especially the cemetery 
which is very old so you can’t go into it.   I 
used  Picasa to focus the color.   

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Yvonne Lloyd

Nominations for 2016 
Officers
Mia Lisa Anderson, President
David Ralph, Vice President
Gary Thompson, Treasurer
Paul Bozzo, Recording Secretary
Judith Giddings, Corresponding Secretary
 
Directors
2014-2016: (already elected,Suzan Richar)/
                       Paul Bozzo’s slot is open for 2106
2016-2018 Ann Kamzelski & Kenneth Meyer
 
Committee Chairs
Judith Giddings and Bruce Dart, Newsletter
Bruce Dart, Exhibits
Lonny Frost, Publicity
Mia Lisa Anderson, Web-site
Gary Thompson, Membership

©Gabrielle Knott
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This month I want to discuss framing.  I am not talking 
about those wood 
or metal frames 
that you put 
around a printed 
photograph.  I 
am talking about 
using elements in 
a picture to frame 
the subject.  Like 
“leading lines” the 
use of “frames” 
will draw the 
viewer’s eye to 
the subject.  It is 
a technique used 
to give the subject more importance in the photograph. 

Frames can be very obvious or they can be subtle.  
Sometimes frames are just there, and sometimes you 
have to work a little to get the framing right.  So let’s look 
at some examples of how this works.  

In the photograph of my friend Pam and me, the round 
hole in the wall just begged to become a frame for a 
portrait.  Yes, I know I put the subject in the center of the 
image, but in this case, it works.  

In the picture of Neuschwanstein Castle, I had to move 
around and look for the right position to place the arch 
so that it framed the castle nicely. (Note: I used HDR to get 
the underside of the arch lit up to match the rest of the 
image.)  These are both obvious frames.

For more subtle frames, the viewer might not even realize 
that you used a frame to draw them into the image.  Two 
examples of this are the fox lying under the tree stump 
and the trees on the edges of the canyon shot.  In both 
cases, your eyes are pulled to the subject.  These are not 
as obvious as the previous examples but it achieves the 
same result.

Silhouettes can also make really nice frames.  When I was 
in Belize last winter, I went out on the beach to take some 
photographs of the sunrise.  If I had just taken shots of the 
water, sky and sun, it could have been pretty boring.  So I 
decided to try to include some of the palm trees.  I backed 
up some and framed the spot where the sun would rise.  
By luck, a native 
woman came 
walking down 
the beach just 
as the sun rose.  
I was also lucky 
that there was 
no wind blowing 
that morning so 
the palms are 
nice and sharp.

Let’s Get Framed 

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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Framing doesn’t always have to be on top or the sides of 
a subject.  It can also be on the bottom.  I had hiked to 
Sand Run Falls with my family.  I was pleased that there 
was quite a bit of water running over the rocks.  I went 
to the water’s edge and took a long exposure of the falls.  
The water came out just as I had hoped, but there was 
something that bothered me about the shot.  I realized 
that the water appeared to be running out of the bottom 
of the image.  I put on my wide angle lens and retook the 
shot including the rocks at the bottom of the pool.  I like 
this image much better. The rocks frame the waterfall and 
give it a place to sit.  I then decided to see if there was any 
other way that I could frame the falls.  I walked back 

even further and found some trees to accomplish this.  The 
falls are a much smaller part of this photo, but are still the 
focal point.  All three of these photographs are just fine.  It 
is a personal preference as to which is the most pleasing.  
Which do you like the best and why?  And, oh by the way, 
all of the waterfall shots are HDR also.  It was very dark in 
the grotto and very bright up in the trees and on the water.  
No single shot would have given me an exposure where 
the water had detail and the rock wall wasn’t black. 

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

      ©Ann Kamzelski

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

October Critique: Ruins

      ©Nancy Bickham

©Carla Amarosa

©David Ralph

©Bob Bair

©Jan Keck
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Bill Wolfe©Kelsey Seymour

©Gary Thompson ©Suzan Richar

©Bruce Dart©Jane Snyder
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   (Continued on Page 9)

©Paul Bozzo

©Jerry Crawford

©Judith Giddings

©Bill Giddings

      ©Diane Cobourn
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©Lonny Frost

©Judy Brodie

©Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown

©Sharon Connolly

©Russ Dodson
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GCPC  2015 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: November, Wolfram 
Jobst; December, Mia Lisa Anderson.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme, 
Autumn Colors, Ann Kamzelski

December 8 - Holiday Party; slideshow of 
members’ favorite 2015 photos 

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos 
at the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mystery Macro
How observant are you? 

No one guessed 
last month’s 
mystery: A rake

     ©Judith Giddings      ©Judith Giddings

What is this?  Many of 
us have items similar to 
this. Send your guess to 

wgiddings@epix.net

Classified (Photo Equipment for Sale)

1. Background stand and roll of blue background paper.  $50
2.  Canon EF 400mm f/5.6L USM Super Telephoto.  Slightly used, with case.  $600.   
3. Canon MP-E 65mm f/2.8 1-5x Macro. Lightly used. $750
4. Canon Speedlite 430EX II.  Brand New, never used.  Paid $300 would like $250.

Diane Cobourn 
nhrose76@empireaccess.net
570-549-2064

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
mailto:nhrose76@empireaccess.net
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Check Out These Websites:

Outdoor Photographer’s Tip of the Week: So What 
Does That Icon/Menu Item Mean? As a follow-up to 
last month’s meeting, here is an explantion of 
some basic functions of cameras.
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/
how-to/tip-of-the-week/so-what-does-that-
iconmenu-item-mean.html#.VjfHvoTsf8s

9 Photo Composition Tips, As Seen in Photographs by 
Steve McCurry.  Video created by The Cooperative 
of Photography shows 9 composition tips 
illustrated with examples from legendary 
photojournalist Steve McCurry.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M

Photography Mistakes: Stop Screwing Up Your Shots: 
Video from Joshua Cripps provides a checklist 
to help you avoid commons mistakes before 
and during shooting.  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EmduKK4fSHU

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, we visit the 
archives:  

Three  years ago, November 2012, Steve and Nancy 
Bickham presented a photographic tour from their trip 
to Turkey. 

Ann Kamzelski’s article was about photographing water 
drops.

Bruce Dart led the critique on the theme of “Signs.”

November 10 Meeting At a Glance
Ken Meyer:  

The Role of Composition in Photography 

Critique theme: Autumn Colors;  
Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski:  

Snacks: Karin Meyer
Beverages: Judith Giddings

©Mia Lisa Anderson

http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-of-the-week/so-what-does-that-iconmenu-item-mean.html#.VjfHvoTsf8s
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-of-the-week/so-what-does-that-iconmenu-item-mean.html#.VjfHvoTsf8s
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-of-the-week/so-what-does-that-iconmenu-item-mean.html#.VjfHvoTsf8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmduKK4fSHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmduKK4fSHU

